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where there is departure from the traditional interpretation. 
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s same awe-mspimig voice say: 
u art Allah’s messenger, and I 
te raised his eyes and saw the 
of a man, standing in the sky 
d again the dreadful voice said: 
u art Allah’s messenger, and I 
nad (God bless and keep him!) 
ning away his face from the 
3E, but whithersoever he might 
voys stood the angel confronting 
IS a long while till at length the 
he returned in great distress of 
dijah. She did her best to reas- 
his conduct had been such that 
harmful spirit come to him and 
lat he was to become the Proph- 
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the Sacred Book; the latter the Hadith or Sunnak of 
the Prophet And because the angel on Mt. Hira bade “Read- 
him “Read!” — ^insisted oo his “Reading” though he ‘“s” 
was illiterate — the Sacred Book is known as Al-- 
QuAdn, “The Reading*”® the Reading of the man who 
knew not how to read. 

iLXXXt24. 

* Or “The Lecture,” as it is here translated in passages where the 
term will bear translation, on the analogy of “Scripture,” used for 
sacred “writing.” 
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camels and retained a guide in readiness for the Flight. 

The Prophet only waited God's command. It came at 
length. It was the night appointed for his murder. The 
slayers were before his house. He gave his cloak to 
Aii, bidding him lie down on the bed so that anyone 
looking in might think Muhammad lay there. The 
slayers were to strike him as he came out of the 
house, whether in the night or early morning. He 
knew they would not injure Ali. Then he leh the 
house and, it is said, a blindness fell upon the would- 
be murderers so that he put dust on their heads as he 
passed by — ^without their knovdng it. He went to Abu 
Bakr’s house and called to him, and they two went 
together to a cavern in the desert hills and hid there 
till the hue and cry was past, Abu Bakr’s son and ^ r ^ 
daughter and His herdsman bringing them food and ^ 
tidings after nightfall. Once a search-party came quite 
near them in their hiding-place, and Abu .M skilmos 
afraid; but the Prophet said; “Fear not! Allah is with 20th. 
us.”^ Then, when the coast was clear, Abu Bakr had 
the riding-camels and the guide brought to the cave 
one night, and they set out on the long ride to Yathrib. 

After travelling for many days by unfrequented 
paths, the fugitives reached a suburb of Yathrib, 
whither, for weeks past; the people of the city had 
been going every morning, watching for the Prophet 
till the heat drove them to shelter. The travellers ar- 
rived in the heat of the day, after the watchers had 
retired. It was a Jew who called out to the Muslims in 
derisive tones that he whom they expected had at last 
arrived. 

Such was the Hijrah, the Flight from Mecca to 
Yathrib, which counts as the beginning of the Muslim 
era. The thirteen years of humiliatidii, of persecution, 
of seeming failure, of prophecy still unfulfilled, were 
over. The ten years of success, the fullest that has 
ever crowned one man’s endeavour, had begun. The 
Hijrah mak^ a dear division in the story of the 
Prophet’s Mission, which is evident in the Koran. Till 
then he had been a preacher only. Thenceforth he was 
the ruler of a State, at first a very small one, which 
grew in ten years to the empire of Arabia. The kind 
of guidance which he and his people needed after the 
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^ See also XXXH. iatzodtaclocy note. 
» XXIV, 11 ff. 
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the Prophet and to hear the Koran. Use Prophet had 
become, in fact, the emperor of Arabm, but Ms way 
of life remained as simple as before. 

Ihe niunber of the campaigns which he led In per- 
son during the last ten years of his life is twenty- 
sevm, in nine of wMch there was hard ighting. The 
number of the expeditions wMch he planned and sent 
out under other leaders is thirty-eight. He personally 
controlled every detail of organisation. Judged every 
case and was accessible to every suppliant. In those 
ten years he destroyed idolatry In Arabia; raised 
woman from the status of a chattel to complete legal 
equality with man; eiffectually stopped the drunken- 
ness and Immorality which had till then disgraced the 
Arabs; made men in love with faith, sdncerity and 
honest dealing; transformed tribes who had been for 
centuries content with ignonmee into a people with 
the greatest thirst for knowledge; and for the hrst 
time in history made universal human brotheriiood a 
fact and principle of common law. And his support 
and guide in all that work was the Koran. 

In the tenth year of the Hijrah he went to Mecca 
as a pilgrim for the last time — his “pilgrimage of 



^ EX, 1-lt, 






for him who used to worship Muhammad, Muham* 
mad is dead. But as for him who used to worship 
Allah, Ailah is Alive and dieth not.” He then recited 
the verse of the Koran: 

*‘And Muhammad is but a messenger, messengers 
the like of whom have passed away before him. Will 
















7. Not 1[the path) of those who earn Thine anger nor of 
those who go astray. 

^ Ibn rnshim Skak (Cairo Ed.), Part 1. P; ^ ^ - 

» See Noldeke. Gesckkkte des Qor4m» Z^te Auflage, bearSicitet voo Fr. 

Schwally, Part I, HO ^^9- ^ v 

TuANstAToa’s Note: I nave retaiited the word Allah throughout, because there 
is no corresponding word in English. The word AUdk (the stress is on the 
syllable) has neither feminine nor plural, and has never been applied to ^ything 
other than the uninaa^nable Supreme Bring. I use the word ‘"God" only where the 
corresponding word Uak is found in the Araoic. 

The worthi in brackets are interpolated to eapl ai n the meaning. 
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S # R AH II 

Ai^BiMqarak (The Cow) is so, named from the &tory of th© 
yellow heifer (w. 67-7 1 ) . As is the case with many other 
stohs, the title Is taken from some word or incident 
which suiprised the listeners. A1 suggestions to th® con- 
trary notwithstanding, it seems probable that the whole 
of this sftrah was revehled during the first four years after 
the.Hijrah, and that by far the greater portion of it was 
revealed in the first eighteen months of the Prophet*s 
reign at Al-Madlnah— fiat Is to say, before fie battle of 
Badr.^ 

The Jewish tribes, once paramount in Yafirib had, 
not very long before fie coming of Al-M^, been re- 
duced by fie pagan Arab tribes of Afis and Khazraj, each 
Jewifi tribe beaming an adherent of one or fie other. 
But they had preserved a sort of intellectual ascendancy 
owing to their possession of fie Scripture and their fame 
for occult science, fie pagan Arabs consulting their rab- 
bis on occasions and paying heed to what they said. Be- 
fore fie coming of Al-Islam,® these Jewish rabbis had 
often told their neighbours fiat a Prophet was about to 
cmne, and had often threatened them fiat, when he came, 
they (fie Jews) would destroy fie pagan Arabs as fie 
tribes of A‘ad and ThamiJd had been destroyed of old.® 
So plainly did they describe fie coming prophet fiat pil- 
grims from Yafirib recognised fie Prophet, when he 
addressed them in Mecca, as fie same whom fie Jewish 
doctors had described to them. But fie Jewish idea of a 
Prophet was one who would give them dominion, not one 
who would make them brethren of every pagan Arab 
who chose to accept Al-Islam. When they found fiat 
fiey could not make use of fie newcomer, they opposed 
him and tried to bewilder him with questions from their 
theology, speaking to him as men who possessed superior 
wisdom; failing to perceive fiat, from a Prophet’s stand- 
point theology is childish nonsense, fie very opposite of 
religion, -and its enemy; religion, for fie Propiiet, being 
not a matter of conjecture and speech, but of fact and 
conduct 

Ibn Ishaq^ states definitely that w. 1-141 were re- 
vealed concerning these Jewish rabbis and such of fie 

^ Tb. Noldeke, GescMicA^e des QordnSt Zweite Auflage, bearbdtet von 
Fr. Sdiwally, Part I, pjp. 173 seg. 

® Al'Isldm meoMs Surrender” — i.e. man’s surrender to God’s wiJi 

and purpose. 

8 Ibn Hiflhiiit (Cairo ed.), Part 1, pp. 130 reo. 

^Apssd Ibn HisMm, (Cairo ea.)» pp. 139 
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lAJ iLJLlw;i* X j»B.j.g^L l/uit 

there was no actual fighting by the Muslims until the 
battle of Badr. Many of them were reluctant, having be- 
fore been subject to a rule of strict non-violence. It was 
with difficulty that they could accept the idea of fighting 


_ - ^ ^ a 


even in self-defence, as can be seen fror 

n several verses 

in this surah; which contains also rules 
the pilgrimage, bequests, almsgiving, di 
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This sfirah might be described as the Koran in little. 
It contains mention of all the essential points of the 
Revelation, which are elaborated elsewhere. This ac- 








THE GLORIOUS KORAN 


counts for tli© precedence given to it in the arrangement 
of the Book. 

The period of revelation is the years 1 and 2 A.H. for 
the most part, certain verses of legislation being con- 
sidered as of later data. 

THE COW 
Revealed ai Al^Madtrmh 

In the name of Allah, the Beneicent, the MercifuL 

1. Alif. Lam. Mim.^ 

2. This is the Scripture whereof there is no doubt, a guidance 
unto those who ward off (evil). 

3. Who believe in the unseen, and establish worship, and 
spend of that We have bestowed ujpon them; 

4. And who believe in that which is revealed unto thee 
(Muhammad) and that which was revealed before thee, and 
are certain of the Hereafter. 

5. These depend on guidance from their Lord. These are 
the successful. 

6. As for the disbelievers, whether thou warn them or thou 
warn them not it is all one for them; they believe not. 

7. Allah hath sealed their hearing and their hearts, and on 
their eyes there is a covering. Theirs will be an awful doom. 

8. And of mankind are some who say: We believe in Allah 
and the Last Day, when they believe not. 

9. They think to beguile Allah and those who believe, and 
they beguile none save themselves; but they perceive not. 

10. In their hearts is a disease, and Allah increaseth their 
disease. A painful doom is theirs because they lie, 

1 1. And when it is said unto them: Make not mischief in 
the earth, they say: We are peacemakers only. 

12. Are not they indeed the mischief-makers? But they 
perceive not. 

13. And when it is said unto them: Believe as the people^ 
believe, they say: Shall we believe as the foolish believe? Are 
not they indeed the foolish? But they know not. 

14. And when they fail in with those who believe, they say: 
We believe; but when they go apart to their devils they de- 
clare: Lo! we are with you; verily we did but mock. 

^ Three letters of the Arabic alphabet Many sClrahs begin thus with letters of 
the alphabet. Opinions differ as to their significance, the prevalent view being that 
^ey indicate some mystic words. Some have opined that they are merely the 
initials of the scribe. They are always included m the text and recited as part of it. 

® i.e. the people of AS-Madmah, most of whom were .Muslims, vv 8 to 19 
refer to the “Hypocrites,'’ or lukewarm Muslims of Al-Madinah, whose leader 
was Abdullah ibn Ubeyy. They pretended that their aim was to make peace 
between the Muslims and the Jewish rabbis, but they only embittered the 
controversy. 



thereby only miscreants; 


^ To be the slave of AUah is tbe proudest boost of the Muslim, boodage to AJCUh 
Uberatiug from all other servitudes. In the Koran mankind are often called God'i 
slaves or bondmen, a stronger and more just expression than the word “servants'* 
generally substituted in translations. 

‘ The joys of Paradise will recall, in a rapturous di^ree, the joys the r^hteoua 
tasted in their life on earth. 



^ Some, especially Slifts, bold “the names" to be the attributes of Allah; others, 
the names of animals and plants. 

“ Here ihe command is in the dual, as addressed to Adam and his wife. 

*■ Here the command is in the plural, as addressed ■ to Adam’s race. 
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4L And believe in that which I reveal, confirming that 
which ye possess already (of the Scripture), and be not first 
to disbelieve therein, and part not with My revelations lor a 
trifiing price, and keep your duty unto Me. 

42. Confound not truth with falsehood, nor knowingly con- 
ceal the troth. 

43. Establish worship, pay the poor-due/ and bow your 
heads with those who bow (in worship). 

44. Enjoin ye righteousness upon mankind while ye your- 
selves forget (to practise it)? And ye are readers of the 
Scripture! Have ye then no sense? 

45. Seek help in patience and prayer; and truly it is hard 
save for the humble-minded, 

46. Who know that they will have to meet their I^rd, and 
that onto Him they are returning. 

47. 0 Children of Israel! Remember My favour wherewith 
I favoured you and how I preferred you to (all) creatures. 

48. And guard yourselves against a day when no soul will 
in aught avail another, nor will intercession be accepted from 
it, nor will compensation be received from it, nor will they 
be helped. 

49. And (remember) when We did deliver you from 
Pharaoh’s folk, who w'ere afflicting you with dreadful torment, 
slaying your sons and sparing your women: That was a tre- 
mendous trial from your Lord. 

50. And when We brought you through the sea and rescued 
you, and drowned the folk of Pharaoh in your sight. 

51. And when We did appoint for Moses forty nights (of 
solitude), and then ye chose the calf, when he had gone from 
you, and were wrongdoers. 

^52. Then, even after that, We pardoned you in order that ye 
might give dranks. 

53.^ And when We gave unto Moses the Scripture and the 
Criterion (of right and wrong), that ye might be led aright, 
f 54. And when MOses said unto his people: O my people! 
Ye have wronged yourselves by your choosing of the calf (for 
worship) so turn in penitence to your Creator, and kill (the 
guilty) yourselves. That will be best for you with your Creator 
and He will relent toward you. Lol He is the Relenting, the 
Merciful. 

55. ^ And when ye said: O Moses! We will not believe in 
thee till we see Allah plainly; and even while ye gazed the 
lightning seized you. 

56. Then We revived you after your extinction, that ye 
might give thanks, 

57. And We caused the white cloud to overshadow you 
and sent down on you the manna and the quails, (saying) : 

' Ai-Zakdh: A tax at a fixed rate in proportion to the wortfi of property, col- 
Ift'ted from the well-to-do and distributed among the poor Muslims. 



68. They said ; Pray for m uEto thy Lord that He make clear 

_ ^ According to a. tradition of the Fi^het, SittaistM is a word implying submis- 
sion to Allah and repentance. The evil-doers changed it for a word of rebellion — 
I e, they were disobedient 
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believed— 'and when there cometh unto them that which they 
know (to be the Truth) they disbelieve therein. The curse 
of Allah is on disbelievers. 

90. Evil is that for which they sell their souls: that they 
should disbelieve in that which AUah hath revealed, grudging 
that Allah should reveal of His bounty unto whom He will 
of His bondmen.^ They have incurred anger upon anger. 
For disbelievers is a shameful doom. 

91. And when it is said unto them: Believe in that which 
Allah hath revealed, they say: We believe in that which was 
revealed unto us. And they disbelieve in that which cometh 
after it, though it is the truth confirming that _ which they 
possess. Say (^unto them, O Muhammad): Why then slew 
ye the Prophets of Allah aforetime, if ye are (indeed) be- 
lievers? 

92. And Moses came unto you with clear proofs (of Allah’s 
sovereignty), yet, while he was away, ye chose the calf (for 
worship) and ye were wrongdoers. 

93. And when We made with you a covenant and caused 
the Mount to tower above you, (saying) : Hold fast by that 
which We have given you, and hear (Our Word), they said: 
We hear and we rebel. And (worship of) the calf was made 
to sinJc into their hearts because of their rejection (of the 
Covenant) . Say (unto them) : Evil is that which your belief 
enjoineth on you, if ye are believers. 

94. Say (unto them) : If the abode of the Hereafter in the 
providence of AMah is indeed for you alone and not for others 
of mankind (as ye pretend), then long for death (for ye must 
long for death) if ye are truthful. 

95. But they wifi never long for it, becau^ of that which 
their own hands have sent before them. Allah is Aware of evil- 
doers. 

96. And thou wilt find them greediest of mankind for life 
and (greedier) than the idolaters. (Each) one of them would 
like to be allowed to live a thousand years. And to live (a 
thousand years) would by no means remove him from the 
doom. Allah is Seer of what they do. 

97. Say (O Muhammad, to mankind) : Who is an enemy 
to Gabriel! For he it is who hath revealed (this Scr^ture) to 
thy heart by Allah’s leave, confirming that which wm (re- 
vealed) before it, and a guidance and glad tidings to believers; 

98. Who is an enemy to Allah, and His angels and His 
messengers, and Gabriel and Michael 1 Then, lol Allah (Himr 
self ) is an enemy to the disbelievers. 

99. Verily We have revealed unto thee clear tokens, and 
only miscreants will disbelieve in them. 

1(X). Is it ever so that when ye make a covenant a party 

^ See V. fooUaote. 














































before they had taken their meal they had considered it their duty to abstain, from 
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which ye baye given them; except (in the case) when both fear 
that they may not be able to keep within the limits (imposed 
by) AHah. And if ye fear that they may not be able to keep 
the limits of Allah, in that case it is no sin for either of them 
if the woman ransom herself. These are the limits (imposed by) 
Allah. Transgress them not. For whoso transgresseth Allah’s 
limits: such are wrongdoers. 

230. And if he hath divorced her (the third time), then she 
is not lawful unto him thereafter until she hath wedded another 
husband. Then if he (the other husband) divorce her it is no 
sin for lx)th of them that they come together again if they con- 
sider that they are able to observe the limits of Allah. These 
are the limits of Allah. He manif^teth them for people who 
have knowledge. 

231. When ye have divorced women, and they have reached 
their term, then retain them in kindnm or release them in 
kindness. Retain them not to their hurt so that ye transgress 
(the limits) . He who doeth that hath wronged his soul. Make’ 
not the revelations of Allah a laughing-stock (by your behav- 
iour), but remember AHah’s grace upon you and that which He 
hath revealed unto you of the Scripture and of wisdom, where- 
by He doth exhort you. Observe your duty to Allah and know 
that Allah is AWare of all things. 

232. And when ve have divorced women and they reach 
their term, place not difficulties in the way of their marrying 
their husbands if it is agreed between them in kindness. This 
is an admonition for hm among you who believeth in Allah 
and the Last Day. That* is more virtuous for you, and cleaner. 
Allah knowetb: ye know not 

233. Mothers shall suckle their cMldren for two whole years; 
(that is) for those who wish to complete the suckling. The duty 
of feeding and clothing nursing mothers in a seemly manner is 
upon the father of the child. No one should be charged beyond 
his capacity. A mother should not be made to suffer because of 
her child, nor should he to whom the child is bom (be made to 
suffer) because of his child. And on the (father’s) heir is 
incumbent the like of that (which was incumbent on the fa- 
ther). If they desire to wean the child by mutual consent and 
(after) consultation, it is no sin for them; and if ye wish to 
give your children out to nurse, it is no sin for you, provided 
that ye pay what is due from you in kindness. Observe your 
duty to Allah, and know that Allah is Seer of what ye do. 

234. Such of you as die and leave behind them wives, they 
(the wives) shall wait, keeping themselves apart, four months 
and ten days. And when they reach the term (prescribed for 
them) then there is no sin for you in aught that they may do 
with themselves in decency. Allah is Informed of what ye do. 

235. There is no sin for you in that which ye proclaim or 
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271* K ye publlsii your almsgtYiug, It is well, but if ye hide 
It and give it to tlie poor, it will be better for you, and will 
atone for some of your ill-deeds. Aliali is Informed of wiiM 
ye do. 

272. Hie guiding of them is not thy duty (O Muhammad), 
but Allah giudeth whom He will. And whatroever good thing 
ye spend, it is for yourselves, when ye spend not save in search 
of Allah’s countenance; and whatsoever good tMng ye spend, 
it will be repaid to you in foil, and ye will not be wronged. 

273. (Ahns are) for the poor who are straitened for the 
cause of Allah, who cannot travel in the land (for trade). The 
unthinMng man accounteth them wealthy because of their re- 
straint Thou shaft know them by their mark: They do not beg 
of men with importunity. And whatsoever good thing ye spend, 
lo! Allah knoweth it 

274. Those who spend their wealth by nl^t and day, by 
stealth and openly, verily their reward is with their Lord, and 
there shall no fear come upon them neither shall they grieve. 

275. Those who swallow usury cannot rise up save as he 
ariseth whom the devil hath prostrated by (his) touch. That is 
because they say: Trad® is just Mke usury; whereas Allah per- 
mitteth trading and forbiddeth usury. He unto whom an ad- 
monition from his Lord cometh, and (he) lefraineth (in 
obedience thereto), he shall keep (the proits of) that which is 
past, and his a^alr (henceforth) Is with Allah. As for him who 
retumeth (to usury) — Such are rightful owners of the Fire. 
They will ^ide therein. 

276. Allah hath blighted usury and made almsgiving fruh- 
fuL Allah loveth not the impious and guilty. 

277. Lo! those ^lo believe and do good works and establish 
worship and pay the poor-due, thdr reward is with their Lord 
and &ere shki no fear come upon* them neither shall they 
grieve. 

278. O ye who believei Observe your duty to Allah, and 
give up what remain^ (due to you) from usury. If ye are (in 
truth) believers. 

279. And if ye do not, then be warned of war (against you) 
from AHah and His messenger. And if ye repent, then ye have 
your principal (without interest). Wrong not, and ye shal not 
be WTcmged. 

280. And if the debtor Is in straitened circumstances, then 
(M there be) postponement to (the time of) case; and that ye 
ronii the debt as almsgiving would be better for you if ye efid 
but know. 

281- And guard yourselves against a day in which ye wil be 
brou^t back to Allah. Then every soul wMI be paid in full that 
which it hash earned, and they wil not be wronged. 

282. O ye who believe! When ye contract a dk>t for a fiied 


















^ Xi2e fefarence is to the battle at Badr. 
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the wtai Prof^iet died. AM Bakr cMme fato tM omssto 

®t Ajr M fli d iaaA and fouod the Decile ail dsstmcted, and Omar tdliag them tlsat 
it was a m to mj that M was dead. AM Bakr wmt aM aacertminw! the truth sad 
comsi^ back mto the moKme, ciied: "Lo3 as for him who worshipped MuhammudL 
Mithmanwi k deadf but as lor Mm who worshipped Allah, AlUa is alive aud 
Bpt.'’ Then he raated this verse **a&d it was as if the people had oot known till 
tibea that such a verse had been nrrealed.” 
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40. Lo! Allah wrongeth not even of the i 

weight of an ant; 
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42. On that day those who disbelieved m 
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‘ Acct^ing'to Traditicm, the reference licre is not to the lakesrann section of 
the Mmlims of Al-Mad!nah, but to a particular group of alleged convats from 
among the Arabs, ^ who afterwards relapsed into idolatry, and conceramg whom 
there were two opinions among the Muslims. 
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124. And wiioso dc«tli gocwl works^ whether of male or 
female, and he (or she) is a l^iiever, such will enter paradise 
and they will not be wronged the dint in a date-stone. 

125. Who is better in religion than he who sorrendereth Ms 
purpose to Allah while doing good (to men) and followeth the 
tradition of Abraham, the upright? Allah (Himself) chose 
Abraham for friend. 

126. Unto AEah belongelh whatsoever k is the heavens 
and whatsoever is in the earth. Allah ever surrotiiideth all 

127. They consult thee concemiiig women. Say: Allah giv- 
eth you da:ree concerning them^ and the Scripture.which hath 
S>een recited unto ycMi (giveth decree) , concerning female or- 
phans unto whom ye give not that wMch is ordained for them 
though ye desire to marry them, and (concerning) the weak 
among children, and that ye should deal justly with orphans. 
Whatever good ye do, to! Allah is ever Aware of it. 

128. If a woman feareth iil-treatineat from her husband, or 
desertion, it is no sin for them twain if they make terms of 
;3eace between themselves. Peace is better. But greed hath been 
made present in the minds (of men), if ye do good and keep 
from evil, to! Allah is ever Infomied of what ye do. 

129. Ye will not be able to deal equally between (your) 
wives, however much ye wish (to do ii) . But turn not alto- 
gether away (from one), leaving her as in suspense. If ye do 
good and ke^ from evil, lo! AllMi is ever Forgiving, Merciful. 

130. But if they s^arate, Allah will compensate each out of 
His abundance. Allah is ever All-Embracing, All-Knowing. 

131. Unto Allah belon^th whatsoever is in the heavens 
and whatsoever is in the earth. And We charged those who 
received the Scripture before you, and (We charge) you, that 
ye keep your duty toward Ailah. And if ye disbelieve, lo! unto 
^ah belongeth whatsoever k in the heavens and whatsoever 
is in the earth, and Alah is ever Absolute, Owner of Prake. 

132. Unto Allah belongeth whatsoever is in the heavens and 
whatsoever k in the earth. And AHah is sufficient as Defender. 

133. If He will. He can remove you, O people, and produce 
others (in your stead). Allah k Able to do that 

134. Whoso deslreth the reward of the world, (let him 
know that) with Allah k the reward of the world and the 
Hereafter. Ailah is ever Hearer, Seer. 

135. O ye who believe I Be ye staunch in justice, witnesses 
for Allah, even though it be against yourselves or (your) par- 
ents or (your) kindred, whether (the case be of) a rich man 
or a poor man, for Allah is nearer unto both (than ye are) . So 
follow not passion lest ye lapse (from truth) and if ye lapse or 
fail away, then lol Allah is ever Informed of what ye do. 

136. O ye who believe! Believe in Ailah and Hk messenger 
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150. Lo! those who disbelieve in Allah and His messeegersj 
and seek to make distinction between Aliafa and His messen- 
gers, and say: We believe in some and disbelieve in others, and 
seek to chcx)se a way in between; 

151. Sach are disbelievers in tnith; and for disbelievers We 
prepare a shameful doom, 

152. But those who believe in Allah and His messengers and 
make no distmction between any of them, unto them Allah 
will give their wages; and Allah was ever Forgiving, MercifoL 

153. The People of the Scripture ask of thee that thou 
shouldst cause an (actual) Book to descend upon them from 
heaven. They asked a greater thing of Moses aforetime, for 
they said: Show us ABaii plainly. The storm of lightning 
seized them for their wickedn^s. Then (even after that) they 
chose the calf (for worship) after clear proofs (of Allah’s 
Sovereignty) had come unto them. And W& forgave them thatl 
And Wq bestowed on Moses evideoi authority. 

154. And We caused the Mount to tower above them at 
(the taking of) their covenant: and W'e bade them: Enter the 
gate, prostrate! and we bade them: Transgress not the Sab- 
bath! and We took from them a firm covenant 

1 55. llieii because of their breaking of their covenant, and 
their disbelieving in the revelations of Allah, and their slaying 
of the Prophets wrongfully, and their saying; Our hearts are 
hardened — Nay, but Allah hath set a seal upon them for their 
disbelief, so that they believe not save a few — 

156. And localise of their disbelief and of their speaking 
against Mary a tremendous calumiiy; 

157. And because of their saying; We slew the Messiah 
Jesus son of Mary, Allah’s messenger — ^They slew him not nor 
crucified, but it appealed so unto them; and lo! those who dis- 
agree concerniiig it are in doubt thereof; they have no knowl- 
edge thereof save pursuit of a conjecture; they slew him not 
for cenaiti, 

158- But Alah took him up unto Himself. Afiah was ever 
Mighty, Wise. 

159. There is not one of the People of the Scripture but will 
believe in him before Ms death, and on the Day of Resurrection 
he will be a witness against themr— 

160. Because of the wrongctoing of the lews We forbade 
them good things wMch were (before) made lawful unto them, 
and because of thMr much hindering from Allah’s way, 

161. And of their taking usury when they were forbidden it, 
and of their devouring people’s wealth by false pretences. We 
have prepared for tlMse of them who disbelieve a painful 
doom. 

1 62. But those of them who are firm in knowledge and the 
believers believe in that wMch is revealed iinto thee^ and that 





















1. O ye wfeo belfsvsl F:ulSl your uac^itakings. The ©east of 
cattle is made lawful iinto you tfor fo^od) except that w'McIi is 
announced unto you (herein) ^ game being uniiawful when ye 
are on pilgrimage. Lc! ydiah crdsmeth 5iai which pleasefe 
Him. 

2. O ye who believe! Profane not Allah’s monumeiits aor the 
Sacred Montii nor the offerings nor the gariands^ nor those re- 
pairing to the Sacred Housed seeking the grace and pleasure of 




lingj your religion; so fear them not, fear Me! 
I perfected your religion for you and completed 
to you, and have chosen for you as religion AL- 
)so is forced by hunger, ool by will, to sin: (foi 
. is Forgiving, Merciful. 

: thee lO Mahammad) what is made lawful for 
111) good things are made lawful for you. And 
and birds of prey which ye have trained as 


ih at 

render"’ to Ailih. Tfciis sottinnly the 
e;vfcd its aame. 


.%igioo, wliida Use Prophet 
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Thus do We requite the 

* *.«. angels. 













^ An ancient Arab propiiet. 
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icih ind b; K>d, tbe meaning “saSron-coloured'* betre*’ fits the context. 
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turned back to the coast-plain. Before the battle against 
what must have appeared to all men overwhelming odds, 
the Prophet gave the Ansar, the men of Al-Madmah, 
whose oath of allegiance had not included fighting in the 
field, the chance of returning if they vdshed; but they 
were only hint by the suggestion that they could possibly 
forsake him. On the other hand, several of Qureysh, in- 
cluding the whole Zuhri clan, returned to Mecca when 
they heard the caravan was safe, having no grudge other- 
wise against the Prophet and his folio w’ers, whom they 
regarded as men who had been wronged. 

Still the army of Qureysh outnumbered the Muslims 
by more than two to one, and was much better mounted 
and equipped, so that their leaders counted on an easy 
victory. When the Prophet saw them streaming down 
the sandhills, he cried: Allah! Here are Qureysh with 

aii their chivalry and pomp, who oppose Tnee and deny 
Thy messenger. C- Allah! lliy help which Thou has"! 
promised me! O Allah! Make them bow this day!’’ 

The Muslims W'cre successful in the single combats 
with which Arab battles opened. But the 'melee at first 
went hard against them; and the Prophet stood and 
prayed under the shelter which they had put up to screen 
him from the sun, and cried: “O Allah! if this little com- 
pany is destroyed, there will be none left in the land to 
worship Thee.” Then he fell into a trance and, when he 
spoke again, he told Abu Bakr, who was with him, that 
the promised help had come. Thereupon he went out to 
encourage his people. Taking up a handful of gravel, he 
ran towards Qureysh and flung it at them, saying: ‘The 
faces are confounded!” on which the tide of battle turned 
in favour of the Muslims. The leader of Qureysh and sev- ^ 

era! of their greatest men were killed, many were taken 
prisoner, and their baggage and camels were captured by 
the Muslims. It was indeed a day to be remembered in 
the early history of AMslara, and there was great rejoic- 
ing in Al-Madinah. But the Muslims are warned in this 
Surah that it is only the beginning of their struggle against 
heavy odds. In fact, in the following year at Mt. Uhud 
(referred to in Sur. Ill), the enemy came against them 
with an army of three thousand, and in the fifth year of 
the Hijrah, an allied army of the pagan clans, amount- 
ing to 10,000, besieged Al-Madinah in the ‘'War of the 
Trench” (see Sur. XIOCIII, “The Clans”). 

The date of revelation is the second year of the Hijrah 
for the most part. Some good Arabic authorities hold 
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unlo Our slave on the Day of Discrimination, the day when 
the two armies met. And Allah is Able to do all things. 

42. When ye v»ere on the near bank (of the valley) and 
thev were on the yonder bank, and the caravan was below you 
(on the coast plaLn). And had ye trysted to meet one another 
ve surely would have failed to keep the tryst, but (it happened, 
as it did, Without the forethought of either of you) that Al- 
lah might conclude a thing that must be done; that he who 
perished ton that day; might perish by a clear^proof (of His 
sovereignty) and he who survived might survive by a clear 
proof (of His sovereignty). Lol Allah in truth is Hearer, 
Kmower. 

43 . When Allah showed them unto thee (O Muhammad) 
in thy dream as few in number, and if He had shown them to 
thee as many, ye (Muslims) would have faltered and would 
have quarrelled over the affair. But Allah saved (you). Lo! 
He knoweth w’hat is in the breasts (of menj. 

44. And when He made you (Muslims), when ye met 
(them), see them with your eyes as few, and lessened you in 
their eyes, (it was) that Allah might conclude a thing that 
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89. Allali hath made ready for them Gardens undemeatli 
which rivers flow, wherein thev will abide. That is the suoreme 


90. And those among the wandering Arabs who had an 
excuse came in order that pemiissioii might be granted them 
And those who lied to Allah and His messeneer sat at home. 




xTlie M%]siicQ3 of AI-MsdlBrnh who wekoix^ the fii^tives iron Mecca tad 
laellMHi the Prophet with tha&r wealth auad dd^AdecI him with thek lives. 
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g m meir nearts unless tneir Hearts ce torn to pieces 
Knower, Wise. 

Lo! Allah hath bought from the believers their lives anc 
a!th because the Garden will be theirs: they shall figh 


sjr an. 


n the Torah and the Gospel and tne 
is covenant better than Allah? Re- 


120. It is not for the townsfolk of Al-Madmah and for those 

* Sec V. lOD, 5;j*vr.ot«, 

* The :£^»‘rf®sce -s V ibret nsea cf .^I-Maclntb who were cstrtcised ms socouat 
jf 3 ra.sdcfd, o*jl atterw&rdi re;s£ni!M ana ■were forgiven. 

















SUR*-H X ^onak 


be said is, that it belongs lo the latest grciip of Meccan 
Surahs, and must therefore have been revealed at some 
time diiriog the last four years before the Hijrah. 

A late Sleccan Siirah, with the exception of three 
verses revealed at xAi-Madhiah. 


JONAH 


Revealed ai Mecca 


in the name of Allahj the Beaeficeni, the Merciful. 


L Aiif. Lam. Ra.’ 

2. These are verses of the wise Scripture. 

3.. Is it a wonder for mankind that We have inspired a man 
among them, saying: W’am mankind and bring onto those 
who believe the good tidings that they have a sure footing with 
their Lord? The disbelievers say: Lo! this is a mere wizard. 

d. Lo! your Lord is Allah Who created the heav’ens and 
ibe earth in sis Days,^ then He established Himself upon the 
Throne, dlrecimg things. There is no intercessor «with 
H.m,; sa".e after His permission. That is Allah, your Lord, so 
wor>h;p Him. Oh, wh! ye not remind? 

5. UniD Him is the return of all of you; it is a promise of 
in trctn. Lc; He produceth creation, thee reproduceth 
P. that He may reward those who believe and do good works 
with equity: while, as for those who disbelieve, theirs wiil be 
a boilmg drink and painful doom because they disbelieved. 

b. He it is "who appointed the sun a splendour and the moon 
a light, and measured for her stages, that ye might know the 
number of tbs years, and the reckoning. Allah created not I all i 
truth. He detaileth the revelations for people who 
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the difference of day and night and all that \llah 
hath createa in the heavens and the earth are ponenis, verilv, 
for folk who ward off (evil), 

S, Lo! those w^o expect not the meeting with Us but desire 
01 toe world and fee! secure therein, and those W'Oo 
.glectful of Our reveiations. 

Their home will be the Fire because of what they used 
to earn. 

Lc.' those who believe and do good w"orks, their Lord 
1 by their faith. Rivers will flow beneath them in 
the Gardens of Delight, 

- -'(-i .■'> 11 , 

® See tOCli, 4 7. XXXii, 5, acd LXX, 4. 
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22. when We cause rnankiud tcs taste of me::y arte- 
some adversity which had aiXiicted them, behcidi they nave 
scnie plot against Our revelations. Say; Allah is more sv. 

in plotting. Lo! Our messengers write down that which >e p'or. 

23. He it is who maketh vou to so on the lane and the sea 

I* 'W' 

iz:':, when ye are is the ships and they sail with them with a 
fa.,: breeze and they are glad therein^ a storm-wm.d reacheth 
them and the wave cometh unto them from e\er> side a::d iney 
deem that thev are overwhelmed therein; (then j the\ cr. unto 


ll lit o 


Aiiah, making their faith pure for Him osIy; If Thou de]i\e: 
lis from this, we truly will be of the thankful 


h Yet when He hath delivered them, behei 


:nev recei 


in the earth wrongfully. O mankiiid! Your rebehicn is oniy 
against yourselves. (Ye ha\ej enjoyment of the dfe of the 
world; then unto Us is your reluni and W'e scali proclaim 
unto you what va used to do. 

25. Tne similirude of the life of the world is only as water 
which Vis send aewn frem the sky, then the earth’s growth 
of that which men and cattle eat mingleth with it liil, when 
fee earth hath t,aken on her ornaments and is embellished, and 
her people deem that they are masters of her, Our command- 
ment camexh by night or by day and we make it as reaped 
com as if it had not fiourished yesterday. Thus do We ex- 
pound the revelations for people who redect. 

26. And iAIIaii sinBmoneth to the abode of reace, and lead- 
eth whom He will to a straight path, 

27. For those who do good is the best (reward) and more 

•w 

ftheretC'). Neither dust nor ignominy coraeih near their laces. 
Such are rightfui owners of the Garden; they will abide therein. 

28. And those who earn ill deeds, (for them) requital of 
each ill deed by the like thereof; and ignominy overtakeih 
them — They have no protector from Allah — as if their fac'^ 

lad been covered with a cloak of darkest night. Such a 
righiful owners of the Fire; the}' will abide therein 

29. On the any when We gaiiser them ah together, then W« 
say unic those who ascribed partners (onto Us): Stand back 

and your I'preteiided) paneers (of Aiiah)! And We sepa 
rats them, the one from the other, and their (preieeued) part 
iors say: it was not us ye worshipped. 

30. Allah stiMceth as a witness hetw’een ik anrl, vnn ih 


:h a 
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the course? Hscy will say: Allah. Tiies say: WiH ye not then 
keep your duty (egIo Him)? 

33. Such then is Allah, your rightful Lord. After the Truth 
what is there saving error? How^ then arc ye tamed away! 

34. Thus is the Word of thy Lord justifi^ conceming those 
who do wrong: that they believe not. 

35. Say: Is there of your partners (whom ye ascribe unto 
Allah) one that produceth Creation and then reproduixth it? 
Say: Allah procuceth Creation, then reproduced it How 
then, are ye misled! 

36. Say; Is there of your partners (whom ye ascribe unto- 
Allah) one that leadeth to the Truth? Say: Allah leaded to 
the Truth. Is He Who leadeth to the Truth more deserving 
that He should be folowed, or he who findeth not the way 
unless he (himself) be guided. What aileth you? How judge ye? 

37. Most of them follow naught but conjecture. Assur^y 
conjecture can by no means take the place of trutii. Lo! Allah 
is Aware of what they do. 

38. And this Qur'an is not such as could ever be invented 
in despite of Allah; but it is a conirmation of that wMch was 
before it and an exposition of that which is decreed for man- 
kind— Therein is no doubt — from the Lord of the Worlds. 

39. Or say they: He hath invented it? Say: Then bring 
a surah like unto it, and call (for help) on afl ye can facades 
Allah, if ye are truthful . 

40. Nay, but they denied that, the knowledge whereof they 
could not compass, and whereof the interpretation (in cvente) 
hath not yet come unto them. Even so did thc^ before them 
deny. Then see what was the consequence for the wrong-doers! 

41. And of them is he who believeth therein, and of tl»n 
is he who believeth coi therein, and thy Lord is best aware 
of the corrupters. 

42. And if they deny thee, say: Unto mt my wwrl; and 
unto you your work. Ye are innocent of what I do, and I am 
innocent of what ye do. 

43. And of them are some who listeii unto thee. But msM 
thou make the deaf to hear even though th^ apprehend imM? 

44. And of them is he who looketh toward thee. But caiist 
diou guide the blind even though they see not? 

45. Lo! Allah wroegeth not mankind in ai^t; but man- 
kind wrong themselves. 

46. And on the day when He shal feather t!wm tc^etliCT, 
(when it will seem) as though they had tarried but an kwr 
of the day, recognising one another, those wil verily have 
pmshed who denied the meeting with Allah and 
guid^. 

47. Whether We let thee (O Muhammad) behead scrnie- 
thing of that which We promise them or (wte&er Wc) c»i»e 
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Sa've me from the water. (Noah) said: This day there is ncaie 
that saveth from the commandment of Allah save him m wtKwa 




was among the drowned. 

44. And it was said: O oath! Swallow thy water and. 










me no recite. 


56, Lo! I have put my trust in Allah, my Lord and your 
Lord. Not an animal but He doth grasp it by the forelock! Lo! 
my Lord is cm a straight path. 

57. And if ye turn away, still I have conveyed unto you that 
wherewith I was sent unto you, and my Lord will set in place of 














the doom of the Hercaftar. That is a day unto whicli mankind 
will be gathered^ and that is a day that will be witnewed. 

104. And We defer it only as a term already reckcaied, 

105- On the day whm it com^ no soul will s^jeak except by 
His permissioii; some aiiMHig thorn will be wretched, (ot^n) 







!2L And say onto those who believe not: Act according to 
your power. Lo! we (too) are acting. 





















Nay, but your minds have beguiled you into something. (My 
cowse is) comely patience. And Allah it is whose help is to 


















for we see thee of tlK>se good (at interpretation). 

37. He said: The food which ye are givm (daily) shall not 

.... ... 
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have plenteous crops and when they will press (winie and oil). 
5a And ■ • • • • - ■ ■ ... 









act, and he is surely of the truthful. 

52. (l^en Joseph said: I asked for) this, that he (my lord) 
may know that I betrayed him not in secret, and that surely 
Allah guideth not the snare of the betrayers. 

^ -m ^ m m -m % V 



O our fatherl What (more) can we ask? Here is our merchan- 
dise returned to us. We shall get provision for our folk and 
guard our brother, and we shall have the extra measure of a 
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whom we found our property; then truly we should be wrong- 
doers. 

80. So, when they despaired of (moving) him, they con- 
ferred together apart. The eldest of them said: Know ye not 
bow your father took an undertaking from you in Allah’s name 
and ye failed in the case of Joseph aforetime? Therefore 
I shall not go forth from the land until my father giveth leave 
or Allah judgeth for me. He is the Best of Judges. 

81. Return unto your father and say: O our father! Lo! thy 
son hath stolen. We testify only to that which we know; we 
are not guardians of the unseen. 

82. Ask the township where we were, and the caravan with 
which we travelled hither. Lo! we speak the truth. 

83. (And when they came unto their father and had spoken 
thus to him) he said: Nay, but your minds have beguiled you 
into something. (My course is) comely patience! It may be 
that Allah will bring them all unto me. Lo! He, only He, is 
the Knower, the Wise. 

84. And he turned away from them and said: Alas, my grief 
for Joseph! And his eyes were whitened with the sorrow that 
he was suppressing. 

85. They said: By Allah, thou wilt never cease remember- 
ing Joseph till thy health is ruined or thou art of those who 
perish! 

86. He said: I expose my distress and anguish only unto 
Allah, and I know from Allah that which ye know not. 

87. Go, O my sons, and ascertain concerning Joseph and 
his brother, and despair not of the Spirit of Allah. Lo! none 
despaireth of the Spirit of Allah save disbelieving folk. 

88. And when they came (again) before him (Joseph) they 
said: O ruler! Misfortune hath touched us and our folk, and 
we bring but poor merchandise, so fill for us the measure and 
be charitable unto us. Lo! Allah will requite the charitable. 

89. He said: Know ye what ye did unto Joseph and his 
brother in your ignorance? 

90. They said: Is it indeed thou who art Joseph? He said: 
I am Joseph and this is my brother. Allah hath shown us fa- 
vour. Lo! he who wardeth off (evil) and endure th (findeth 
favour) ; for verily Allah loseth not the wages of the kindly. 

91. They said: By Allah, verily Allah hath preferred thee 
above us, and we were indeed sinful. 

92. He said: Have no fear this day! May Allah forgive you, 
and He is the Most Merciful of those who show mercy. 

93. Go with this shirt of mine and lay it on my father’s face, 
he will become (again) a seer; and come to me with all your 
folk. 

94. When the caravan departed their father had said: Truly 
1 am conscious of the breath of Joseph, though ye call me 
dotard. 




96. Then, when the bearer of glad tidings camCj he laid it 
on his face and he became a seer once more. He said: Said I 
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111. le their history verily there is a lesson for men of un- 
derstanding. It is no invented story but a confirmation of the 
existing (&ripture) and a detailed explanation of everything, 
and a guidance and a mercy for folk who believe. 


Stf'RAH XIII - - 

Ar-Ra‘d, “The Thunder,” takes its name from a word in 
V. 13, The' subject is Divine guidance in felation to the 
law of consequences, it being explained here, as else- 
where in the Koran, that there is no partiality or aversion 
on the part of God, but that reward and punishment are 
the result of obeying or rejecting natural • (or Di’vdne) 
laws. According to some ancient authorities, it is a Mec- 
can Surah with the exception of two- verses revealed at 
Ai-Madmah; according to others, a Madman Sfirah with 
the exception of two verses revealed at Mecca. The very 
fadrof such wholesale difference of opinion favours the 
MeM:can attribution because there could be no such doubt 
about a complete Madman Sfirah, owing to the great 
number of witnesses. Ihe Madinan ascription may have 
arisen from the recognition of some verses by those .wt- 
ne^es as havmg been revealed at M-Madinafa on a cer- 
tain occasion. ‘ ' . ’ ■ 

A late Meccan Surah for the most part \ 


the: THUNDER 

Revealed at Mecca 


In the name of Allah, the IBeneficent, the Merciful;/ 


1. 'Alif. Mim: Ra.J’* These are verses of the Scr^ure. 

That which is revealed unto thee from ffiy Eord is the-TJ^ffi, 
but most of mankind believe not. . t ^ 1 . ; 

2. Allah it is who raised up the heavei^ without Visible ^np- 
ports, then mounted the Throne, and compelled ’ the ' suh and 
the moon to be of sendee; each runneth' uhto an appointecl 
term; He ordereth*ffie course; He detafleth the revelations, th^d 
haply' ye may be certain of the mfeetmg with your Lord. ' ' 

3. And He it is who spread out the earth and placed' t^:^m 
firm Mils and flowingstreams, and bf all fruits hc placed therein 
two souses (male and female). He covereth' the night With 

^‘See Strait “ll," v. r," footnote, " - ■': « > 
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Lbee, and We appointed for them wives and offspring, and it 
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Allah, the Creator of the heavcas and the earth? He calkth you 












they may reflect. 
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30. And they set op rivals to Allah that they may mislead 
(men) firom His way. Say: Enjoy life (while ye may) for ioi 
your journey’s end will be the Fire. 















place is described. Hie date of revelation is earlier than 










15 . They ’w'ouM say: Our sight is OTong—nay^ but we are 
folk bewitched. ' - ^ 


16. And verily in the heaven We have set mansions of the 

stars, and We have beaiutified it for beholdefs./* ’ “ 

17. And We have guarded if from every outcast devil, - • 

18. Save hith who stea!leth the hearing; and them doth a 

dear flame pursue. ‘ ‘ 

19. ' And the 'eaith have We spread out,' and placed therein 
firm hilis, and caused hath seemly thing to grow therein. ' ” 

20. And We have given unto you livelihoods therein, and 

unto those -for whom ye provide hot.' ■ ' ' ' 

21. And there is not a thing but with Us are the stores there- 

^ See SQr. 11, v. I, footndte. ^ “ ‘ . ’ - t ■ t* 

*’Ai. Quf'Jhi. - 

? pr ‘^thtTse- who h#ve sunreotlered.” - - , ^ ‘ . - . , 

‘ • ' 19t'' 
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of. And We send il not down save in appointed measure. 

22. And We send the winds fertilising, and cause water to 
descend from the sky, and give it you to drink. It is not ye who 
are the holders of the store thereof. 

23. Lo! and it is We, even We, Who quicken and give death, 
and We are the Inheritor. 

24. And verily We know the eager among you and verily 
We know the laggards. 

25. Lo! thy Lord will gather them together. Lo! He is Wise, 
Aware. 

26. Verily We created man of potter’s clay of black mud 
altered, 

27. And the Jinn did We create aforetime of essential fire. 

28. And (remember) when thy Lord said unto the angels: 
Lo! I am creating a mortal out of potter’s clay of black mud 
altered, 

29. So, when I have made him and have breathed into him 
of My spirit, do ye fall down, prostrating yourselves unto him, 

30. ^ the angels fell prostrate, all of them together 

31. Save Iblis. He refused to be among the prostrate. 

32. He said: O Iblis! What aileth thee that thou art not 
among the prostrate? 

33. He said: Why should I prostrate myself unto a mortal 
whom Thou hast created out of potter’s clay of black mud 
altered? 

34. He said: Then go thou forth from hence, for verily thou 
art outcast. 

35. And lo! the curse shall be upon thee till the Day of 
Judgement. 

36. He said: My Lord! Reprieve me till the day when they 
are raised. 

37. He said: Then lo! thou art of those reprieved 

38. Till an appointed time. 

39. He said: My Lord! Because Thou has sent me astray, 

I verily shall adorn the path of error for them in the earth, and 
shall mislead them every one, » 

40. Save such of them as are Thy perfectly devoted slaves. 

41. He said: This is a right course incumbent upon Me: 

42. Lo! as for My slaves, thou hast no power over any of 
them save such of the froward as follow thee, 

43. And lo! for all such, hell will he the promised place. 

44. It hath seven gates, and each gate hath an appointed por- 
tion. 

45. Lo! those who ward off (evil) are among gardens and 
watersprings, 

46. (And it is said unto them) : Enter them in peace, secure. 

47. And We remove whatever rancour may be in their 
breasts. As brethren, face to face, (they rest) on couches 

raised. 

















SURAH XVI 

An-Nahh ‘The Bee,” takes' its name from v. 68, where 
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not reach save with great trouble to yourseives. Lo! your Lord is 
Fuii of Pity, Merciful. 

8. And horses and mules and asses (hath He created) that 
ye may ride them, and for ornament. And He createth that 
wliich ye know not. 

9. And Allah’s is the direction of the way, and some (roads) 
go not straight. And had He willed He w^ould have led you all 
aright. 

10. He it is Who sendeth down water from the sky, whence 
ye have drink, and whence are trees on which ye send your 
beasts to pasture.^ 

11. Therewith He causeth crops to grow for you, and the 
olive and the date-palm and grapes and all kinds of fruit. Lo! 
herein is indeed a portent for people who reflect. 

12. And he h*ili constrained the night and the day and the 
sun and the mooo to be of service unto you, and the stars are 
made subservient by His command. Lo! herein indeed are por- 
tents for people who have sense. 

13. And whatsoever He hath created for you in the earth of 
divers hues, lo! therein is indeed a portent for people who take 
heed. 

1 4. And He it is Who hath constrained the sea to be of serv- 
ice that ye eat fresh meat from ihence, and bring forth from 
thence ornaments w'hich ye wear. And thou seest the ships 
ploughing it that ye (mankind) may seek of His bounty, and 
that haply ye may give thanks. 

15. And He hath cast into the earth firm hills^that it quake 
not with you, and streams and roads that ye may find a way. 

16. And landmarks (too), and by the star they find a way. 

17. Is He then Who createth as him who createth not? WiH 
ye not then remember? 

18. And if ye would count the favour of Allah ye cannot 
reckon it. Lo! Allah is indeed Forgiving, MeicifuL 

19. And Allah knoweth that which ye keep hidden and that 
which ye proclaim. 

20. Those unto whom they cry beside Allah created naught, 
but are themselves created. 

21. (They are) dead, not living. And they know not when 
they wii! be raised. 

22. Your God is One God. But as for those who believe not 
in the Hereafter their hearts refuse to know', for they are proud. 

23. Assuredly Allah knoweth that which they keep hidden 
and that which they proclaim. Lo! He*ioveth not the proud. 

24. And when it is said unto them: What hath your Lord 
revealed? they sav: (Mere) fables of the men of old, 

25. That they may bear their burdens undiminished on the 
Day ol Resurrection, with somewhat of the burdens of those 

li<t'se being hardly any herbage m Arabia, the cattle eat the leaves of trees 
and 
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seized them while they were wrong-doers. 































27. Lo! the squanderers were ever brothers of the devils, and 
the devil was ever an ingrate to his Lord. 







































^ A reference lo the dispersal of the Jews as the consequence of their own deeds 
after God had established them in the land. 

- The idolaters had a peculiar objection to the name of Ar~Rakmin, "'The 
BeneScent,’’ in the Koran. They said: * We do not know this Rahmaa,'* Some of 
them thought that Ar-Kahman was a man living m Vamamah. 
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THE CAVE 
Revealed at Mecca 


Ie the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. 


1. Praise be to Allah Who hath revealed the Scripture unto 
His slave, and hath not placed therein any crookedness, 















silver com 
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and let no 































forget to mention it — it took its way into the waters by a 
marvel. 








every thing a road. 

86. And he followed a road 












































unto her Our spirit and it assumed for her the likeness of a 
perfect man. 

18. She said: Lot I seek refuge in the Beneficent One from 
Ihee, if thou art God-fearing. 

19. He said: I am only a messenger of thy Lord, that I 
may bestow on thee a faultless son- 

20. She said: How can I have a son when no mortal hath 


touched me, neither have I been unchaste? 

21. He said: So (it will be). Thy Lord saith: It is easy 
for Me. And (it will be) that We may make of him a revela- 
tion for mankind and a mercy from Us, and it is a thing 
ordained. 


22. And she conceived him, and she withdrew with him to 


a far place. 

23. And the pangs of childbirth drove her unto the trunk 
of the palm tree. She said: Oh, would that I had died ere this 
and had become a thing of naught, forgotten! 

24. Then (one) cried unto her from below her, saying: 
Grieve not! Thy Lord hath placed a rivulet beneath thee, 

25. And shake the trunk of the palm-tree toward thee, thou 
wilt cause ripe dates to fall upon thee. 

26. So eat and drink and be consoled And if thou meetest 


any mortal, say: Lo! I have vowed a fast unto the Beneficent, 
and may not speak this day to any mortsd. 

27. Then she brought him to her own folk, carrying him. 
They said: O Mary! Thou hast come with an amazing thing. 

28. Oh sister of Aaron^! Thy father was not a wicked man 
nor was thy mother a harlot. 


^ See Stir. Ill, mtroduction. 
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that, she hc^d for his coavmioE to Al-Islam, hot said: 
“O my brother, thou ait unclean on account of thine 
idolatry and ntHie may touch it save the purihed/’* Then 














, am Allah. There is no God save Me. So 

rf* ikjr « 






22. And thrust thy hand within thine armpit, it wfll come 



and Seeing. 

47. So go ye unto him and say: Lo! we are two mc^aigcrs 
of thy Ls^tL So let the Chiidroi of Israd go with and tor- 
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thy Lord, and a term already ixed, the judgement would 
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11. How many a community that dealt unjustly have We 
shattered, and raised up after them another folk! 



Bring your proof (of their godhead) . This is the 'Reminder of 
those with me and those betoe me, but mo^ m them know 




;il 


^ See XIII. 41, wutt. 









in &e darkness, saying: Ttiere is no God save Tliee. Be Thmi 
#ori&d! Lo! I have heai a wrong-doer, 

S8. Then We heard his prayor and saved hicn frcm 
anguldi. TIhis We ^ve bdkveis^ 

^ Ar. ML ^^^eviisi.’* 

* A pmsei^ fUTOtiS amooK tl&e An^ mhom iter laaai^tei EaeAM. 
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they used to vie one with the other in good deeds, and th^ 
cried unto Us in longing and in fear, and were submissiw 
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98. Lo! ye (idolaters) j 

ersi 

ind that which ye worship beside 

Allah are fuel of hell. Tliej 


99. If these had been < 
thither, but all will abide tl 

Gods they would not have come 
lerein. 
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heir portion, and therein they hear 

not. 

101. Lx>! those unto who 

m kindness hath gone forth before 

from Us, they will be far 


102. They will not hear 

the slightest sound thereof, while 

they abide in that which tb 

leir soul s desire. 


■7 
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(saying) : This is your Day which 


shall roll up the heavens as a re- 

corder rolleth up a written 

scroU. As We began the first crea- 

tion, We shah repeat it. (it 
Lo! We are to perform it. 

is) a promise (binding) upon Us. 


ve written in the Scripture, after 

the Reminder: My righteoi 


106- Lo! there is a plain 



ive as a mercy for the peoples. 

108. Say: It is only insj 


God. Will ye thee surrende 

r (unto Him)? 

^ The refereice Kere is to tlac Vh 

-sia Mary. 










And 


^ Or **eray pair/ Prof. Goamrawi who hdped me m the revisioii of 

the text odaimiitg <m the sublety and wealth of meaning of every expres- 
skm used in the Koran concerning natmal phenomena. ThtB the word **pair'’ 
occurs often in the sense of “species/* comraeniOTating the fact that every growth 
of the earth «rasts as iiutle and female. See particularly XXXVI, 3S. — Tr. 


t^y were contest, hut if they had to suffer at all they relapsed to idolatry. 










place of the (holy) House, saying: Akribe thou no thing as 
partner unto Me, and purify My Hmise for those who make 
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28. That they may witness things that are of benefit to 
them, and mention the name of Allah on appointed days over 
the beast of cattle that Me hath bestowed upon them. Then 
eat thereof and feed therewith the poor unfortunate. 

29. Then let them make an end of their unkemptness and 
pay their vows and go around the ancient House. 

30. That (is the command). And whoso magnifieth the 
sacred things of Allah, it will be well for him in the sight of 
hh Lord. The cattle are lawful unto you save that which hath 
been told you. So shun the filth of idols, and shun lying speech. 

31. Turning unto Allah (only), not ascribing partners unto 
Him; for whoso ascribeth partners unto Allah, it is as if he 
had fallen from the sky and the birds had snatched him or 
the wind had blown him to a far-off place. 

32. That (is the command). And whoso magnifieth the 
offerings consecrated to Allah, it surely is from devotion of 
the hearts. 

33. Therein are benefits for you for an appointed term; 
and afterward they are brought for sacrifice ^ unto the ancient 
House. 

34. And for every nation have We appointed a ritual, that 
they may mention the name of Allah over the beast of cattle 
that He hath given them for food;^ and your God is One God, 
therefor surrender unto Him. And give good tidings (O Mu- 
hammad) to the humble. 

35. Whose hearts fear when Allah is mentioned, and the 
patient of whatever may befall them, and those who establish 
worship and who spend of that We have bestowed on them. 

36. And the camels! We have appointed them among the 
ceremonies of Allah. Therein ye have much good. So men- 
tion the name of Allah over them when they are drawn up in 
lines. Then when their flanks fall (dead), eat thereof and ]:eed 
the beggar and the suppliant. Thus have We made them subject 
unto you, that haply ye may give thanks. 

37. Their flesh and their blood reach not Allah, but the 
devotion from you reacheth Him. Thus have We made them 
subject unto you that ye may magnify Allah that He bath . 
guided you. And give good tidings ((5 Muhammad) to the 
good. 

38. Loi Aflah defendeth those who are true. Lol Allah 
loveth not each treacherous ingrate. 

39. Sanction is given unto those who fight because they 

^ The slauRhter of anaiMis for food for the poor which is one of the ceremonies 
of the Muslim pil^image is not a propitiatory sacrihce, but is in commemoration 
of the sacrifice of Abraham which marked the end of human sacrifices for the 
Semitic race, aad which made it clear that the only sacrifice which God requires of 
man is the Surrender of his will and purpose — i.e. Al-Is‘am. 

® In order that they may realise the awfulness of taking life, and the solemn 
nature of the trust which Allah ha* inaposed on them in the permission to eat 
animal food. 
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SURAH XXIII The Beiie^^^lrs 


>riogetli them the Truth; and most of them are haters of the 
Truth. 

71. And if the Truth had followed their desires, verily the 
leavens and the earth and whosoever is therein had been cor- 
rupted. Nay, We have brought them their Reminder, hut from 
their Reminder they now turn away. 

72. Or dost thou ask of them CO Muhammad) any trihule? 
But the bounty of thy Lord is better, for He is b«t of all who 
make provision. 

73. And to! thou summonest them indeed unto a ri^t path. 

74. And lo! those who believe not in the Hereafter are indeed 
astray from the path. 

75. Though W'e had mercy on them and relieved them of 
the harm affiicting them, they still would wander blindly on 
in their contumacy. 

76. Already have We grasped them with punishment, but 
they humble not themselves unto their Lord, nor do they pray, 

77. Until, when We open for them the gate of extreme pun-’ 
ishment, behold! they are aghast thereat. 

78. He it is Who hath created for you ears and eyes and 
hearts. Small thanks give ye! 

79. And He it is Who hath sown you broadcast in the earth, 
and unto Him ye will be gathered. 

80- And He it is Who giveth life and catiseth death, and His 
is the difference of night and day. Have ye then no sense? 

81. Nay, but they say the like of that which said the men 
of old; 

82. They say: When we are dead and have become (mere I 
dust and bones, shall we then, forsooth, be raised again? 

83. We were already promised this, we and our forefathers. 
Lo! this is naught but fables of the men of old. 

84. Say: Unto Whom (belongeth) the earth and whoso- 
ever is therein, if ye have knowledge? 

85. They will say: Unto Allah. Say: Wifi ye not then re- 
member? 

86. Say; Who is Lord of the ^ven heavens, and Lord of 
the Tremendous Throne? 

87. They wiM say; Unto Allah (all that belongeth). Say: 
Will ye not then keep duty (unto Him)? 

88. Say: In Whose hand is the dominion over all thin^ and 
He protecteth, while against Him there is no protection, if ye 
have knowledge? 

89- ITaey will say: Unto Allah (all that belongeth). Say: 
How then are ye bewitched? 

90. Nay, but We have brought them the Truth, and lo! tl»y 
are liars. 

91. Allah hath not chosen any son, nor is there any God 
along with Him; else would each God have assuredly cham- 
pioned that which he created, and some of them would assur- 


















if ye are aware of aught of good in them, and bestow upon 



light, for him there is no light. 

41 . Hast thou not seen that Allah, He it is Whom all who are 
in the heavens and the earth praise, and the birds in their flight? 
Of each He knoweth verily the worship and the praise; and 
Allah is Aware of what they do. 












tlien let them ask leave even as those before them Bsed to ask 



mamage, it is no sin for them if they discard their (outer) 
c" '* ’ * ' . - - 























262 


THE GLORIOUS KORAN 

44. Or deemest thou that most of them hear or understand? 
They are but as the cattle — nay, but they are farther astray! 

45. Hast thou not seen how thy Lord hath spread the shade 
— And if He willed He could have made it still — ^then We 
have made the sun its pilot; 

46. Then We withdraw it unto Us, a gradual withdrawal? 

47. And He it is Who maketh night a covering for you, 
and sleep repose, and maketh day a resurrection. 

48. And He it is Who sendeth the winds, glad tidings her- 
alding His mercy, and We send down purifying water from 
the sky. 

49. That We may give life thereby to a dead land, and 
We give many beasts and men that We have created to drink 
thereof. 

50. And verily We have repeated it among them that they 
may remember, but most of mankind begrudge aught save 
ingratitude. 

51. If We willed, We could raise up a wamer in every 
village. 

52. So obey not the disbelievers, but strive - against them 
herewith with a great endeavour, 

53. And He it is Who hath given independence to the two 
seas ^ (though they meet>; one palatable, sweet, and the other 
saltish, bitter; and hath set a bar and a forbidding ban between 
them. 

54. And He it is Who hath created man from water, and 
hath appointed for him kindred by blood and kindred by mar- 
riage; for thy Lord is ever Powerful. 

55. Yet they worship instead of Allah that which can 
neither benefit them nor hurt them. The disbeliever was ever 
a partisan against his Lord. 

56. And We have sent thee (O Muhammad) only as a 
bearer of good tidings and a Warner. 

57. Say: I ask of you no reward for this, save that whoso 
will may choose a way unto his Lord. 

58. And trust thou in the Living One Who dieth not, and 
hymn His praise. He sufficeth as the Knower of His bond- 
men’s sins, 

59. Who created the heavens and the earth and all that is 
between them in six Days,^ then He mounted the Throne. The 
Beneficent! Ask aTiy one informed concerning Him! 

60. And when it is said unto them; Adore the Beneficent! 
they say: And what is the Beneficent? Are we to adore what- 
ever thou (Muhammad) biddest us? And it increaseth aversion 
in them. 

6 1 . Blessed be He Who hath placed in the heaven mansions 

' i.f. the two kinds of water in the earth. 

* See XXII 47, XXXII 5, and LXX4. 




Allah» nor take the life which AEah bath forblddoa save In 
(course of) justice, nor commit adultery — and whoso doeth 
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Ash-Shu'ard, “The Poets/’ takes its title from v. 224 ff., 
where the difference between poets and a Prophet is 
tersely pointed out; poets being those who say what they 
do not mean, while a Prophet always practises w^hat he 
preaches. The pagan Arabs and their poets believed Ae 
poetic inspiration to be the work of Jinn. 

The story of a number of former Prophets is here 
given to console ihe believers at a time of persecution, 
with the assurance that it is no new thing for a messenger 
of God to be persecuted, but that the persecutors always 
suffer in the end. It shows also that all the messengers of 
God came with the same message. 

!t belongs to the middle group of Meccan Surahs, 
with the exception of vv. 224-227, which were revealed 
at Al-Madinah. 


THE POETS 
Revealed at Mecca 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. 

U Ta. Sin. M!m.t 

2. These are revelations of the Scripture that maketh plain. 

3. It may be that thou tormentest thyself (O Muhammad) 
because they believe ooi. 

4. If We will. We can send down on them from the sky a 
portent so that their necks would remain bowed before it. 

5. Never cometh there unto them a fresh reminder from 
the Beneficent One, but they turn away from it. 

6. Now they have denied (the Truth); but there will come 
unto them tidings of that whereat they used to scoff. 

7. Have they not seen the earth, how much of every fruit- 
ful kind We make to grow therein? 

8. Lo! herein is indeed a portent; yet most of them are not 
believers. 

9. And lo! thy Lord! He is indeed the Mighty, the Merciful. 

10. And when thy Lord called Moses, saying: Go unto the 
wrongdoing folk, 

i 1. The folk of Pharaoh. Will they not ward off (evil)? 

12. He said: My Lord! Lo! I fear that they will deny me, 

^ See Sur. II* v. I, f<>otnute. 
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1 

luo. wflen 
ward off (evil) 

107. Lo! I am a laiinmi messenger unto you, 

108. So keep your duty to Allah, and obey me. 

109. And I ask of you no wage therefor; my wajee is the 
concern only of the Lord of the Worlds. 

110. So keep your duty to Allah, and obey me. 

111. They said: Shall we put faith in thee, when the lowest 
(of the people) follow thee? 

112. He said: And what knowledge have I of what they 

may have been doing (in the past)? ^ 

113. Lol their reckoning is my Lord*s concern, if ye but 




Nit!] 


25. 

26. 

27. 
cen 

28. 
ght’ 

29. 
eve 

30. 

31. 

32. 
. ^ gc 

133. 

134. 

135. 

136. 
art not 







156. Aad touch her not wiili iil lest there com 
ribution of an awful day. 

157. But they hamstrung her, and then were p 

158. So the retribution came on them. Lo! her 
KSrteot, yet most of them are not believers. 

159. And io! thy Lord! He is indeed the 
srcifuL 

160. The folk of Lot denied the messengers (o 

161. When their brother Lot said unto them: 
rd off (evil)? 

!62. Lo! I am a faithful messenger unto you, 
163- So keep your duty to Allah and obey me. 
164 And I ask of you no wage therefor; my 
acern only of the Lord of the Worlds. 

165. Wliat! Of all creatures do ye come unto i 

166. And leave the wives your Lord created f« 
t ye are f reward folk. 

167. Thev said* If thou cease not, 0 Lot, thou 
the outcast. 

168. He said: I am in truth of those who hate 3 








170. So We saved him and his household, every one, 

171. Save an old woman among those who stayed beh 

172. Then afterward We destroyed the others. 

173. And We rained on them a rain. And dreadful is the 
of those who have been warned. 

174. Lol herein is indeed a portent, yet most of them 


ttoi ociievers. 

175. And lo! thy I 

rifiil 

Lord, He is indeed the Mighty, the Mer- 

LrJLluliw 

176. The dwellers 

in the wood (of Midian) denied the 

sengers (of Aliaii), 
177. When Sho‘ev 

h said unto them: Will ve not wsrri rM 
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MSiQBQE 



dren of Israel^ know it? 

^ The Jews knew, from thar Scripture* that a. PropiKi had been jmmised to 
Arabs. 
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198. And if We had revealed ii us to one oi any other n atk tfi 

t ^an the Arabs, 

!99. And he had read it them, they would not have 
believed in it. 

200. Thus do We make it trperse the heart?? of the gulty. 

201. They ■will not l^iieve in it till they behold the painful 
doom, 

202. So that it will come upon them suddenly, when they 
perceive not. 

203. Then they will say : Are we to be reprieved? 

204. Would they (now) hasten on Our doom? 

205. Hast thou then seen, if We content them for (kmg) 
years, 

206. And then cometh that which they were promised, 

207. (How) that wherewith they were contented naught 
avaiieth them? 

208. And We destroyed no township but it had its wameis 

209. For reminder, for We never were oppressors. 

210. The devils did not bring it down. 

211. It is not meet for them, nor is it in their power, 

212. Loi verily they are banished from the hearing. 

213. Therefor invoke not with Allah another god, lest thou 
be one of the doomed. 

214. And warn thy tribe of near kindred, 

215. And lower thy wing (in kindness) unto those believers 
who follow thee. 

216. And if they (thy kinsfolk) disobey thee, say; JLo! I am 
innocent of what they do. 

217. And put thy trust in the Mighty, the Merciful 

218. Who seeth thee when thou standest up (to pray) 

219. And (seeth) thine abasement among those who fal 
prostrate (in worship). 

220. Lo! He, only He, is the Hearer, the Knower. 

221. Shall I inform you upon whom the devils cfcscoid? 

222. They descend on every sinful, fake one. 

223. They listen eagerly, but most of them are liars, 

224. As for poets, the erring follow them. 

225. Hast thou not seen how they stray in every vafley, 

226. And how they say that which they do not? 

227. Save those who believe and do good works, and re- 
rn'Cmber Allah much, and vindicate themselves after they have 
been wronged. Those who do wrong will come to know by 
what a (great) reverse they will be overtumcdl 























whether she will go aright or be of those not ngbuy guid a. 

42. So, when she came, it was said (unto her) : Is thy throne 
like this? She said: (It is) as though it were the very one. 
(Solomon said): We were given the knowledge before her and 

we had surrendered (to Allah). , . . . , r Attain 

43. And (all) that she was wont to worship instead ot AMan 

hindered her, for she came of disbelieving folk. 

44. It was said unto her: Enter the hall. And when she saw 
it she deemed it a pool and bared her legs. (Solomon) said: Eo. 
it is a hall, made smooth, of glass. She said: My Lord. Lo . I 
have wronged myself, and I surrender with Solomon unto 

Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. 
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TfiE GL0E.I0JJS K.0R.A.'N 

that it was revealed during the Hijrah, while others are 
of opinion that v. 85 only was revealed during the flight. 

A late Meccan Surah, except v. 85 revealed clnring 
the Prophet’s flight from Mecca to Al-Madinah, and w. 
52-55 revealed at Al-Madinah.^ 


THE STORY 
Revealed at Mecca 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful. 

1. Ta. Sin, Mim.® 

2. Th^ are revelations of the Scripture that maketh plain. 

3. We narrate unto thee (somewhat) of the stor>' of Motcs 
and Pharaoh with truth, for folk who believe. 

4. Lo! Pharaoh exalted himself in the earth and made its 
people castes. A tribe among them he oppressed, killing their 
sons and sparing their women. Lo! he was of those who work 
corruption. 

5. And We desired to show favour unto those who were 
oppressed in the earth, and to make them examples and to 
make them the inheritors, 

6. And to establish them in the earth, and to show Pharaoh 
and Haman and their hosts that which they feared from them. 

7. And We inspiivd tha mother of Moses, saying: Suckle 
him and, when thou fearest for him, then cast him into the 
river and fear not nor grieve. Lo! We shall bring him back unto 
thee and shall make him (one) of Our messengers. 

8. And the family of Pharaoh took him up, that he might 
become for them an enemy and a sorrow. Lo! Pharaoh and 
Haman and their hosts were ever sinning. 

9. And the wife of Pharaoh said: (He will be) a consolation 
for me and for thee. Kill him not. Peradvcnture he may be of 
use to us, or we may choose him for a son. And they perceived 
not. 

10. And the heart of the mother of Moses became void, and 
she would have betrayed him if We had not fortified her heart, 
that she might be of the believers. 

11. And she said unto his sister: Trace him. So she observed 
him ff<Hn afar, and they perceived not. 

12- And We had before forbidden fostermothers for him, 
so she said: Shall I show you a household who will rear him 
for you and take care of him? 

13. So We restored him to his mother that she might be 

^ Tafsir ai-Jali£eyn. 

•See Sir. II, v. I, lootmote:. 
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® See Str. II, v. 1, fofftBOte. 
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Allah, making their faith pure for Him only* hot wiien He 















^ — ~ € 1.1111 

la ttte moral amd political spheres ipanMiid is infonned 
that there are similar laws of life mil death, of gcxxi and 
C¥fl, action and inaction, and their consequences — ^laws 
which no one can escape by wisdom or by cunning. His 



vktorknis 


4. Widiin ten years — ^Allah's is the command in the former 




built )j^n it more than these have built. Messengers of tTCU" 
own came unto them with clear proofs (of Allah’s Sovereign- 
ty) . Surely Allah wronged them not, but they did wrong them- 
selves. 

* See Sfti. II* V. footnote. 

* To those who joonteyed out from Mecca, northward into Mesoptftaxma and 
Syria, or southward to the yainan and Hadramaut, a^^ieared the ruins of old 


■tiiirt.i t 
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and disobtditncc to tiie will of God« 











































hath siibdiied tlie suii and the laooisC to their work), each 



32. And if a wave enshroodeth them like awning, Acy erf 



deceiver beguEe ymi. In regard to Allali. 

34. Lo! AEah! With Him b knowledge of the Hmir. He 






spirit; and ^pointed for you tiering and sigbf and totrts. 
Small thanks gi¥e ye! 

10- And they say: When we are !«t in the eaith* l»w can 
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news oi 


. lliey aold 
f the clans s' 
.esert with 1 
and if thev 


save a aitle. 

2 i , Verily in the messenger of Allah ye have a gex^d example 
10 looketh unto Allah at- J the Last and rem* 
'*e-n Allah much. 

22. And when the trae believers saw the clans, they said: 
.iS ;s that which Allah a.ii His n’!e:>er, 2 er prorc'seJ us. Allat 
a H:s messenger are tine, it did bui conrirn: thciB in tfcci: 
Ih and resignatiun. 

23. Of the believer:^ arc men who .jre n:,r tnat whici 

2 y covenanted with Alldh. Some Mem li - ‘'.j .nr:r vow 

death fin battle^ and some o.” fherr. I'a rrv, ailing, an^ 
sy have not altered in the lejist- 

24. That Allah mav rewnid thm irup men ^or their truth 


IS Firj,;v:ng, Mercilui 
gii'sed the dlibehevers 
ah a veiled Iheir uttaci 
























mean 


t*e as a wiineis 




he beiie’*'ers t 
TOTP Allah - 


ny. u \e WHD cei':e\e 
vorce them before \e b 
penod that ye should r; 


u: conte 


iS BO 


tlieu dovi,nes, and those whon^ 
'icse whom Alsao h^th CkVen 


iather’s side ioa 


side, anJ the daUf’hters of ihine uncles 3n ine mother s side 
and the daiiehiers ol thine aunts on the molher’s side who emi- 
orated wsih thee, ar.d a believing woman if she tine herself unto 


wives and those whom their rinhi han 


m ihou will, and w'homsoever 


tfiee 1 10 receot* ner again ?: inai is netier; tfiai tney may DC 
comforted and ricst grieve, and may all be pleased with what 
ihou give'^t them. Allah knoweth what is in your hearts |0 
men : and Allah is Forgiving, Clement, 

52 It IS not allowed thee !o take Mother I women henceforth, 
nor that ihou shcul Js£ change them for other wives even though 



































behind them of the sky and the earth? If We will^ We can make 
the earth swallow them, or cause obliteration from the sky to 











And indeed Jcand Sh calcuiatiCTi 2rJe £ri3ncerair.g 

tfeein, fer they follow hirn, ail save a group of true be!se’»ers. 

21. And lie had no warrani whatsoever agdjnit them, -save 
lhai We w'ould know him who believetfi in the Hereafter from 
h:in Vtho is in doubt iherecf; and !hy Lord 'O Muhainnnad ? 
takeifa note of ail things. 


22. hay * O Miihammac 5 : Lall upon those w 
beside ALah! They possess not an atorr/s weigh 
heavens or ihe eartk ncr have tliev anv share 


for him whom 





















THE GLORIOUS KORAN 

I, Those '.she disbelieve, theirs will be an awfol doom: and 

those who hehes e and do good works, theirs will be forgiveness 
and a great reward. ^ 

_ H. he, the e\il of whose deeds is made fair-seeming unto 
him so that he deenteth it good, (other than Satan's dopei? 
Allah verilv sendeth whom He will astray, and guideth whom 
He will; so let nv>r thy soul expire in sighings for them/Lo* 
Allah is Aware of what they do! 

9. Anti Adah it :s who sendeth the winds and they raise a 
cloud; then We lead it unto a dead land and revive therewith 
the earth after its death. Such is the Resurrection, 

1(1. Whoso desireth pov\er (should know that) all power 
beiongeth to Allah. Unto Him good words ascend, and the pious 
deed doth He exalt: hul those who plot iniquities, theirs will be 
an awful doom; and the ploiting of such (folk) will come to 
naught. 

II. Allah created \ou from dust, then from a little fluid, 
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xxxvn Thi 


1 36. Then We destroyc 
!3’7. And lo! ye verily 










HI 
















30. I Tbis 13 1 a Scripture mat We have ;a\eaied mm mee, 
full cf bles'iiig. 1^.4 mey may ponder its revi'ihoni, and that 
Dieri of unoerstaiuiTig may leSert 

31 Anti W hr-ilovved cn SCi fluA' excellent 

a slave! lo' he wa> t'lrning in fepe'^.anre » f'jH*ard Allah ! * 

32 ^rhen ti’^ere were shown to hJin dl: eventide hght- 
f coled ccursem 

33. \''J dc; said. lo! I have prefer red the gf.od things (cf 
the wi'-rld) ro the ieiiieai'jf.irxe of ri\ lord; till ttie> were 
IrW' I rj-r >i siaht ’ ^Aard the i o 

34. • T* 2 n he s..idK Bring theoi hr‘Ck lo loe, and fell lo 

iwirh nh- sv ord thsiri kvs and necks. 

.35. seriA We tiirci 5:doa.oa» tmil set ugnan his throne 
a teiffc I body fhen did he rtpefit. 

36. rie s. iJ, 14% io-ml! For.yi-’e rsc and he^tow on rae 
soveiei^ot; »,oeh a Nhrd iii i; hc’opg any after me. Lc! 
The?!! m* d''* Bestower. 

3 L yu A'e maje lie wind siib^-vrvif-nt unto him, setting 
fam hv '-i-i * om-r^jod whitherNO-jv-r he intended. 

3>. 3rj '• :hc iorul)/ every bullc^er di^er (made We 

si.hiern ‘V ' « . 


i^,. AnJ 'crsTS hakei together m chainr, 

40. ''Smvi,- "! fhis is Oor eift, ?!' bestow ihou, or with- 
li*Jd "t.iJho.o losLijOing 

41 AiiiJ A' ha hith favour with I'S, and a happy journey’s 
end 

2 2 And ke riiendon fO MufiiroTnatl) of Our bond- 


roriii ]>;-h 




.:ied unto liis 1 ord (saying) ; Lo! the devil 


clom Jidki rc'. W'lin dhttess and torment. 

..And V. ^aid anio him}. Strike ihe ground with 
t::v foot. This i \ni:m'l is a ccxii bath and a refreshing drink. 

44. ArJ We '^ex!(»wed co hiijii (again I his household and 
tV ihj I" * thereof, a mercy from Us, and a memorial 

tCT mci; of ar rr^ianding 

L5, \ti i ( . ’A'l.*. said onto him): lake in thine hand a 
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who 'iHhelkve. so !et not their turn of foitiine in the land 
■Jecei.e thee 10 Muhammad). 

5. "fhe folk of Noah and the factiocs after them denied 
ii' their messengers I before these, and every aatioa purposed to 
seize their messeriger and argued falsely, thinking I thacrehy to 
relate ihe Tnitli. Then I seized ttiem, and bow lawfiill was 
\!> runishment. 

6. Thus was the word of thy Lord coocemiiig those who dis- 
believe fulfilled: that thev are owners of the Fire. 























that yt 

; become ole 

i men — i 

find tiial ye 

reach 

an 

a^oi 

stand. 






He i 

t is w 
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'Cfrdaineih a 

thing, 

He 

: saith 

6^- 

Hast 

then 

no' 

i seen 

re vela 

rfon-s 

of A!L 

2 ^ 

how t 


T 1 . lien carcans are 
dragged 

72. Thiouzh boilins 


which We premise them, 















^ Ki < ^ 


^ 3 . DUl I 

derbolt like the ihcinderbclt 
of A‘ad and Thant iid: 


tarn a-ftav, iiy: i warn vou oi a itian- 


whicn fell ci old lipon the tribes! 


14. V^lien the;'' messengers came tjiiiio them from before 
them and behind them, saying: Worship none but Allah! they 
said: If our Lord baa wdled. He surelv would have sent down 














Seei of what ye do. 

4L Lo! those uho disWic%'e in ’ibe 
b unto them f are guilty ) , for lo! it fe $ 
42. Faiseiiocd cannot come at it fre 
t is''| a revelation from the Wise, the 


from before il or behind iL 


mer of 


id unto me mess; 
' forafenca* and 


before tfcee» Loi thy Lo 
I' also) of dire naaistijiii 


a owner 


tcngite they wenid assuredly have said: !f only its verses were 


rngue ana an^ AiaD/y-^ay liBio inesm iij MEiaammaa j : r 
lose who believe it if a giaidaoce and a healmg; and as f 
ime who disbelieve* there is i deafii«s in their sais^ and it 


been judged between lliem: 
concerning it. 

46. Wcoso doeth rigat i 


iL art 


against iL 


ao fniits burst foitii from their shea 
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w die and we live, and naught cfestroyeth m save time: when 
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tbM tifeesr flam mst lomgc {tx, ocm-Ai^ilaa) lem tiie wnii Jmm in aid Aralw 
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22, And if those 
It, 

friend nor helper. 

23. It is the law of ABah which hath tal:eii course afore- 
time. Thoii wilt not find for the law of Allah aught of power 
to change. 

‘ TIais prophecy is takea to refer to the with the Persian, or the Byzantine 





















of Lot, 


14. And the dwellers in the wood,^ and the folk of Tubb‘a:» 
every one denied their mess^gers, therefor My threat took 
effect. 


15. Were We then worn out by the first creation? Yet they 
are in doubt about a new creation. 
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43. And in (the tribe of) Thamad (there h a portent) when 
it was told them: Take your ease awhile. 

44. Bui they rebelled against their Lord’s decree, and so 
the thunderbolt overtook them even while they gazed; 







24, And tliere go round* waiting cm tiiein mcosoiraats erf 
tlieir own, as they were likiekii pearls. 

25. And some of them draw near unto oli^sn, 


375 














s Tbih asd tile five MI®«ii[iNE ’'vosei ere praeml^ 

Fn9{S^‘s vi9M CM: Ml iPttfi. 

* TMs Is p»eralj .acotpted m a eefixcMe ta tie 

.Mceatol He seecA iMveae 

* Ab yell m tine rmipti Mxtim. 

^ Anlsi |!iiKt£ifadisi tilted ' i pgiB 
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JL Wiifc. ■ — m jr 

^11. 'ften opened We the gates of heaven with ponring water 
12* And caused the earth to gush forth springs, so that the 
waters met for a predestined purpose. ^ 

13. And We carried h im upon a thing of planks and nails, 
14*. That ran (upon the waters) in Our sight, as a reward 

for him who was rejected. , , . « 

15. And verily We left it as a token; but is there any that 

remembereth? ^ « 

16. Then see how (dreadful) was My punishment after My 

waxnings! ^ 

17. And in truth We have made the Qur’an easy to remem- 
ber;^ but is there any that remembereth? 

18. (The tribe of) A*M rejected warning. Then how 
(dreadful) was My punishment after My warnings. 

19. Lo! We let loose on them a raging wind on a day of con- 
stant calamity, 

20. Sweeping men away as though they were uprooted 
trunks of pim-trees. 

21. Then see how (dreadful) was My pumshment after My 
warnings i 

22. And In truth We have made the Qur’^ easy to remem- 
ber; but is there any that remembereth? 

23. (The tribe of) Thamud rejected warnings 

24. For they said: Is it a mortal man, alone Mong us, that 
we are to foHow? Then indeed we should fall into error and 
madness- 

25. Hath the remembrance been given unto him alone 
among us? Nay, but he is a rash liar. 

26. (Unto their wamer it was said) : To-morrow they will 
Imow who is the rash liar- 

27. Loi We are sending the she-camei as a test for them; 

so watch them and have patience; 

28. And inform them that the water is to be shared between 
(her and) them. Every drinking will be witn^sed. 

29. But they called their comrade and he toot and ham- 
strung (her). 

30. Then see how (dr^dM) was My punishment after My 
warnings! 

31. Lot We ^nt upon them one Shout, and they became as 
the dry twigs (rej^^ by) tihe builder of a cattle-fold. 

32. And in truth We have made the Qur’an easy to remem- 
ber; but is there any that remembereth? 

33. The folk of Lot rejected warnings. 

It Is a y-t that Koran is imrtfelkmsly easy f«ar belkfvm to ccjaamit to 
mmarf. Tk«aiais dt peemte in the East knnw the whole Book by heart. The 
tiai^tor, wto great fiffiaslty in rememhesing well-known English _i|siotati«as 
aoacato^, mBOBber page after page of tbe Koran In Azalnc vitii perfect 
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commentators generally prefer (2) as more ^planaiory 
of tbe text AE aflude to a tendency m tlie part of sene 
of the wives of the Pre^het to presmne im Unr bm 
status and the Frophefs wdl-known Mndc^ss — a 


ency so marked that, if allowed to i: wikiM 


have been of had example to wIm^ onmimity. The 
Koran ir^ rebukes the tm yidding to 

ahes^ to tl^ exlnt of imderiaMng to foi^ a thaig whMi 
Aiah had made lawful for ^ caw €i (2), fti- 


finmt of his vow involved a wrong to hMiya — and tiwi 
r^ffoves the women for t!^ dcmMe-j^ding and intripM:. 

The above tradxtkms have beoi madb by sme mi- 
Muslhn writers the text to Mxtmm wMch appear irrA- 
vant because their Medogy is altc^e&i^ m-IAuntc^ Tfw 
Prophet has never been r^arc^ by Mu^iois as edw 
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SURAH Lxvni The 

istead of the Beneficent 
lusion. 

11 . Or who is he that 
old His providence? Na 
ardness. 

22. Is he who goeih gr< 
r he who walketh uprigh' 

23. Say (unto them, ( 
3u being, and hath ass 
jarts. Small thanks give 

24. Say: He it is \^o i 
^om ye will be gathers 

25. And they say: Wh' 
ye are truthful? 

26. Say: The knowledi 
ain Warner; 

27. But when they see 
dieve will be awrv. and 















ree ■ 
•lonj 


In th€ n aiTM * of Allah, the Bcaeficenty the Merclfid. 

1. The Reality! 

2. What is the Reality? 

3. Ah, what will convey iinto ttee what tl:« reahly M 

1 l.e. Jauk. 
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A /. Ana me 

angeis wui oe on me siaes mereoi, ana eignt 

will uphold the 1 
1 8. On that d 

fhrone of their Lord that day, above them. 
av ve will be exoosed; not a secret of vou will 




19. Then, as 

for him who is given ms r^mrd in his right 

hand, he will sa^ 
20. Surely I i 

y: Take, read my book! 

new that I should have to meet my reckoning- 

21. Then he ■ 

will be in blissful state 


■v t ^im yKlttraw 


X-H-. iAUG II V 

^lu oe saia umo mose racrem } : nai ana annK 

at ease for that ’ 

which ye sent on before you in past days. 

25. But as fo: 

r him who is given his r^mrd in his left hand, 


would that I had not been given my book 

26. And kne^ 

27. Oh, woul 

V not what my reckoning! 
d that it had been death! 

28. My weait 

h hath not availed me. 

29. My powe 

30. (It will b 


31. And then 

expose mm to hell-hre 

32- And then 



i»^ 


.sj. Loi ne us 

ea not lo oeueve m Auan me i remenoous, 

34. And urg€ 

not on the fading of the wretched. 

35. Therefor 

hath he no lover here this day. 

36. Nor any 

food save filth 

37. Which m 

me but sinners eat 
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THE GLORIOUS KORAN 


22. And they have plotted a mighty plot, 

23. And they have said: Forsake not your gods. Forsake not 
Wadd, eor Suw‘a, nor Yaghuth and Ya^iiq and Nasr.^ 

24. And they have led many astray, and Thou increasest the 
wrong-doers in naught save error. 

25. Because of their sins they were drowned, then made to 
enter a Fire. And they found they had no helpers in place of 
Mah. 

26. And Noah said: My Lord! Leave not one of the disbe- 
lievers in the land. 

27. If Thou shouidst leave them, they wil mislead Thy 
slaves and will beget none save lewd ingrates. 

28. My Lord! For^ve me and my parents and him who 
fentereth my house believing, and believing _men and believing 
women, and increase not the wrong-doers in aught save min. 


St>-RAH LXXII 

Al-Jinn takes its name from a word in the first verse, and 
also from the subject of verses l-iS. The meaning of the 
word jinn in the Koran has exercised the minds of Mus- 
lim commentators, ancient and modem. Mr. Ya*c fib Ha- 
san of Madras, in the first volume of a remarkable work 
in Urdu, KMbu’UHnM, shows that it has at least three 
meanings in the Koran and that one of those meanings is 
something akin to “clever foreigners” -as in the case of 
the Jinn who worked for Solomon. But undoubtedly tte 
first and obvious meaning is “demmtal ^iiits,” to whom, 
as to mankind, the Koran came as a guidance. The inci- 
dent is said to have occurred during the Freshet’s return 
from hb unsuccessM jtnisskmaxy joum^ to 
A late Meccan Sfirah. 


THE JINN 
Revealed at Mecca 


In the name of Allah, the Bei 




L the MercifuL 


1. Say (O Muhammad) : It is revved unto me that a emn- 
pany of the Jinn gave ear, and th^ md: Lo! it is a marvellous 
<^*in, 

2. Wiich gmdeth unto righteous»sa% so we bdkve in it and 
we a^rribe onto cmr Lord* 

1 ^ papa Az»bi* 












2. Keep vigil tti mg&t Icmg^ save & little — 

3. A half thereof, or abate a little tliareof 

4. Or add (a little) thereto — and chant the Qiir^aii in 







st^RAH LXXIV 








2. Arise and warn! 

3. Thy Lord magnify, 

4. Thy raiment purify, 

5. Pollution shun! 

6. And show not favour, seeking worldly g 

7. For the sake of thy Lord,r be patient! 

8. For when the trumpet shall sound, 

9. Surely that day will be a day of anguisi 

10. Not of ease, for disbelievers. 

11. Leave Me (to deal) with him whom ! 

12. And then bestowed upon him ample m 

13. And sons abiding in his prince 
14- And made (life) smooth for him. 

15. Yet he desireth that I should givemor« 
16- Nay! For to! he hath been stubborn to 

17. On him I shall impose a fearful doom 

18. For lo! he did consider; then he planne' 

1 9. ( Self- ) destroyed is he, how he planned! 

20. Again (self-) destroyed is he, how he ph 

2 1 . Then looked he, 

22. Then frowned he and showed displeasui 

23. Then turned he away in pride 

24. And said: This is naught else than ma, 

25. This is naught else than speech of mor 

26. Him shall I fling unto the burning. 

27. — Ah, what will convey unto thee ^ 
:g is! — 
























THE GLORIOUS KORAN 




29. Lo! tMs is an AdmcmMimeEt, tliat whosoever will may 
choose a way unto his LonL 

30. Yet ye wffl unless Allah wffleth. Lo! Allah is 
KjMjwer, Wise. 

31. He maketh whom He wiH to enter His mercy, and for 


^ _ C 

Verses I, 2 and 3 are taken to refer to winds, verses 4 

iA -S A _ --- ^ V ^ A, ‘lb ilT JL m 













SURAH LXXVIII The Tidings 427 

14. And have sent down from she rainy clouds abiiadant 
water, 

15. Thereby to produce grain and plant, 

16. And gardens of thick foliage. 

17- Lo! the Day of Decision '3 2 dxed time, 

18. A day when the tnimpet is blown, and ye come in mol- 
timdes, 

19. And the heaven is opened and becometh as gates, 

20. And the hills are set in motion and become as a mirage. 

21. Loi hell iurketh in ambush, 

22. A home for the rebellious, 

23. They will abide therein for ages. 

24. Therein taste they neither coolness nor (any) drink 

25. Save boiling water and a paralysing cold: 

26. Reward proportioned (to their evil deeds) . 

27. For lo! diey looked not for a reckoning; 

28. They called Oui revelations false with strong denial. 

29. Everything have We recorded in a Book, 

0. So taste (of that which ye have earned). No increase do 
We give yon save of torment. 

31. Lot for the duteous is achievement — 

32. Gardens enclosed and vineyards, 

33. And maidens for companions, 

34. And a Ml cup. 

35. There hear they never vain discourse, nor lying — 

36. Requital from thy Lord — a gift in payment — 

37. Lord of the heavens and the earth, and (all) that is 
between them, the Beneficent; with Whom none can converse, 

38. On the day when the angels and the Spirit stand arrayed, 
they speak not, saving him whom the BeneJiceet afioweth and 
who speaketh right 

39. That is the True Day. So whoso will should seek recoum 
unto his Lord. 

40. Lo! We warn you of a doom at hand, a day whereoti a 
man will look on that which his owm han& have sent before, 
and the disbeliever will cry: “Would that 1 were dust!^® 


sOltAH LXXIX 

An~Ndzi*Qt takes its name ftom a word In the firs! vttse. 
An early Meccan Surah 



28. He raised tiie height thereof and ordered ft; 

29. And He made dark the night thereof, and He brooght 
forth the mom thereof. 

3 Soa% cmnzocntaiiHS tAke w. t asd 3 also as nrfoning to aoiiiefe ai^l esplaia 
tills: **By those who consol (the si^ts^of tbe^ rigntecwis) teaides^.” **By 
wte ccme touting (down froni heaven with thm Loni’s c« m , aw3 M§).** The 
rpwAwiM g ffvw ba the above ^ the more obviows. 



















S0RAH LXXXI 


At-Takwir takes its name from a word in verse I, Verso 
8 and 9 contain an allusion to the practice of the pagan 
Arabs of burying alive girl -children whom they deemed 
superfluous. An early Meccan Surah. 


THE OVERTHROWING 

Revealed at Mecca 

In the name of Allah, the Beneflcent, the Mercitm. 

1. When the sun is overthrown, 

2. And when the stars fall, 

3. And when the hills are moved, 

4. And when the camels big with young are ahandooed, 

5. And when the wild beasts are herded together, 

6. And when the seas rise, 

7. And when souls are reunited, 

8. And when the girl-child that was buried alive is asked 

9. For what sin she was slain, 

10. And when the pages are laid open. 

1 1. And when the sk> is torn away, 

12. And when hell is lighted, 

1 3. And when the garden is brought nigh, 

14. (Then) every soul will know what it hath made rociy. 

15. Oh, but I cal! to witness the planets, 

16. The stars which rise and set, 

17. And the dose of nightd 

18. And the breath of morning® 

19. That this is in truth the word of an hcaioiired iwsson^t 

20. Mighty, established in the presence of the Lord of the 
Throne, 

21. ( One ) to be obeyed, and trustworthy; 

22. And your comrade is not mad. 

23. Surely he beheld him on the dear tioriiOE.* 

24. And he is not avid of the Unseen. 

25. Nor is this the ulierance of a devil worthy to be storied.. 

26. ’^Tiiiher then go ye? 

27. This is naught else than a reminder unto crealMSn, 

28. Unto whomsoever ot you wiileth to walk straight 

29- And ye will not, unless (it be) that Allah wilcth, the 
Lord of Creation. 

Lit • AndihemKbt wfc<?nitclwetli " * iu 

* 1 rt** ^ "f -.r" li- lo tfac ^ st 5Ii HiO. 
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to the Abyssinian supremacy in &e 


THE MANSIONS OF THE STAR 

Reveakd si Mecca 


In the name of Allah, the IImi Mend! 

1. By the heaven, holding manslcms of the rtars, 

2. And by the Promised Day. 

3. And by the witness and that whereanto he heare 








c^jecially as la wise 3 it is stated that a star is aieant 
The McHning Star has here a mystic sease, and is taken 

A. - .(T J J* a ... *8^ . S .. ^ If^ m . m 
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26. And Ours llieir reckoeing. 


si^RAH LXXXIX 

AJ-Fajr takes its name feom verse I. A very cai% Meccan 
S%aiL 


THE DAWN 
Revealed ai Mecca 



t 







THE SUN 
Revealed aS Mecca 


In the name of Allali« the Beneicoil, the MardM. 

1. By the sim and Ms brightnm, 

2. And the moon when followed him* 

3. And the day when it revealeth him, 

4. And the ai^t when It enshroudeth him, 

5. And the heaven and Him who bisiil it, 

6. And tlw earth and Him who spread it, 

7. And a soul and Him who peitected it 







hbn, saying: of whom we used to hear so mudi, 

lias tmmkm poor Mchammad and now hates Mm*” Thaa 
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Ie the Eame of AHah^ the B^dScesit, the MercifiiL 


1. By the % and the olive, 

2. By Mount Sinai, 

3. And by this land made safe; 






6. Lol those w1k> disbelieve^ among the Fe^mle of the Scrip- 
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S^tAH CVIII 


Ai‘Kmthar takes its name from a word In tlie irst ^erse. 
The disbelievers used to taunt the Prophet with the fact 



Sd^AH CX 

An-Nasr takes its name fnmi a wwd in ^ iitt vam 
It Is one of tile very last leveIttkHm, Ittifing toam to Ac 
Propliet oiily a few weeks ijefoie }m 
ascnbed always to Al-Ma^oaii, tnditkm says imt k wm 
actualy ttvtikd at Mecca dNirmg tbe days tlto 
^nt Acre wtoi he mule Mi rarewel! iMkrimi^ M 
is'de^^bed in Ibn msMin tod dsewlim as me Iriti aa- 
noniiceiiieEt that the received of hu 
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